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Public Safety concerns demand that F.C.C. Docket 92-235 not be
implemented, or at a minimum, be delayed until the year 2004.

It is totally inconceivable that this proposal would mandate a
January 1, 1996 implementation date when local governments,
already strapped for money, have no time to bUdget for a complete
new radio system. In our case in Washington county, the cost to
totally replace our radio systems would be in excess of 1.5
million dollars. This would mean that we would have to
completely replace every mobile, every portable, every base
station and repeater of local government.

Our present radio systems would not be compatible with your
. proposed new radio standards, and in essence, our present radio

systems would have to be thrown in the trash. Ironically, your
proposed new radio equipment is not even manufactured at the
present time.

The proposal also limits the power of radio repeaters to 5 watts
which would not adequately cover the mountainous Coast Range
terrain we have in Washington County. This then becomes a
serious threat to citizen and emergency responder personal
safety. It would also mandate.us to at least quadruple the
number of radio repeater sites we now have. Siting of radio
repeaters is becoming increasingly difficult because zoning laws,
environmental concerns, and esthetics have seriously eroded our
ability to gain permission to install them.

The alternative of either discontinuing services to remote areas
or accepting the risks of compromising the safety of emergency
response personnel is wholly unacceptable. Unless this proposal
is rejected or postponed, the new rules would place rural areas
in the unfortunate position of either sacrificing pUblic safety
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